Appendix

IR(ME)R Pregnancy status for diagnostic radiography — flow chart examples
i) Conscious patient
ii) Unconscious patient



(i) Sample flow chart for checking pregnancy status in women of reproductive capacity who attend
for diagnostic medical exposure to ionizing radiations (conscious patient).

Return to IR(IME)R Justification of request /
Referrer for clarification NO under IR(ME)R ?

YES

X-ray request form

Radiographer receives }

Is the patient between 12 yrs
and 50yrs old * or of

Ask the patient: YES reproductive capacity AND NO
“Are you, or might the primary beam would \
you be pregnant?” cover the pelvic area?
%k 3k
NO Proceed to

examination

—»
YES \NOAT SURE?

YES
Review justification Is menst;’ual period
with IR(ME)R overdue’ s the
Practitioner (who NO rocedure
may consult Referrer) YES P »

‘low dose”?

'

Is request still NO Delay procedure NO
justified? ** and re-book YES
S

“High dose” procedure
— Is today within the
first 10 days of the
patient’s menstrual

YE

kk
NO cycle?
Proceed to NO
examination —
keep fetal dose to
a minimum Proceed to
Can pregnancy be examination
excluded? ** YES

*

- age range by local agreement and reviewed regularly
** - Record patient responses according to local procedure



(ii) Sample flow chart for checking pregnancy status in women of reproductive capacity who attend
for diagnostic medical exposure to ionizing radiations (unconscious patient).

Radiographer receives
Is the patient between 12 yrs X-ray request form
and 50yrs old * or of

reproductive capacity AND
the primary beam would

1 9
vEs | cover the pelvic area’ NO [ Justification of

Is consciousness 4 request under
drug induced? IR(ME)R ? **

1.€. anaesthetic used
\ |
NO Is patient condition

YES LIFE
THREATENING?
Is LMP recorded on > Justified and
request form or pre - YES Proceed to
op check list, examination
Patient’s notes? ** NO
YES Is the
procedure
I | period “low dose”? YES » | Justification of
S mznst;‘u alperio y request under
overdue! \No IR(ME)R ? **
l YES { Can pregnancy be
excluded? **
Review justification \ NO Do not proceed
with IR(IME)R until discussed
Practitioner (who with IR(ME)R
may consult Referrer) Practitioner

Is request still
justified? **

Justified and
Proceed to
examination

*

- age range by local agreement and reviewed regularly
** - Record patient responses according to local procedure



